101 Ways to Read
Students should read a minimum of 1 hour per week outside of school.  Try these tips to fit reading into your busy schedule and make it enjoyable even for reluctant readers:
· Does 1 hour seem like a lot?  Try breaking it up; 10-15 minutes each night before bed.

· Too tired at the end of a school day to read before bed?  Too much other homework?  Read 30 minutes on Saturday and Sunday instead since we don’t assign weekend homework.

· Have a busy schedule at home?  Read in the car to and from activities, read in the car while mom or dad are in the grocery store, read on the bus to and from school, read at the sitter’s, read at your brother’s soccer game, your sister’s dance class.
· Can’t find a quiet, distraction free spot to read at home?  Pile some pillows in the bathtub, create an outdoor reading area, or ask mom or dad to help you find a spot.

· Can’t find anything you like to read?  Talk to your teachers, parents, and friends for ideas.  Keep trying different types of books and you’re bound to find something you like.

· Don’t like to read long chapter books?  Try shorter non-fiction books instead.  Ms. Sanderson has some great short chapter books.  Try a book with short stories and just choose a couple of stories out of the book.  Read from poetry books, magazines, newspapers, comic books, etc. 

· Started a book, but just don’t like it?  Get a different book!   It’s no fun to be stuck reading a book you don’t like.  Talk to Ms. Sanderson about these choices at your weekly reading conferences.  Just don’t get into the habit of starting lots of books and never finishing them.
· Started a really long book and afraid you’ll never finish it?  As long as you’re enjoying it, stick with it!  Keep bringing it to your reading conferences, so you can tell Ms. Sanderson about it.  If you are behind in the number of books you should be up to, slip in a quick non-fiction or short chapter book and report on that.  When you do finish your long book, you can get more that one book credit for it.

Okay, so maybe there aren’t exactly 101 ways to read listed here, but these tips should certainly help you get started.  If you have more questions about reading, ask them at your weekly reading conference.

It doesn’t matter what or when, just as long as you’re READING!!!!!

